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                            MONOPOLY: THE ART OF ROMFORD LIVING 

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            Market Duo Play With Synonyms of Romford Life
​
​
Local artist collaboration ‘No’ is to participate with unknowing Romford Market shoppers on September 1st in a one-off, four-dimensional parody of a popular family game. Highlighting issues surrounding the politics of our town and stereotypes of everyday life, the pair will seek to involve onlookers with costumes, laughter and prizes in an ‘over the top & circus-esque’ performance; all from the front of a borrowed traders stall.

Joe Easeman and Natalie Bays, independent social artists, form the comical collective – they work in and around London, showing work in a variety of places, from private houses in South London, to the odd launch date at the Tate. Natalie, from nearby Harold Wood professes:

“We tweak from the society where we make our work and in doing so hope to involve the community that surrounds it, not only for local input but for the artworks realisation... of course we also like to have fun, and we find that our work always resonates with a humorous output for all”

The game will be a comic strip of the whats and wherefores of Romford life today, from the ups of the high street and television fame, to the downs of the chav-branded stereotype and the Job Centre; there may even be an appearance from a little known London Mayor- All in good humour of course, but shamelessly performing the underlying concerns of the towns people.
This unorthodox way of making artwork is a passion for the pair and they hope the people of Romford will welcome its quirky nature with open arms:

“ The 4D ‘MoNOpoly’ game should be an ideal introduction into the realms of performance and participation art, as its humorous and commercial themes withdraw the elitism of the medium, no one feels isolated playing a game that they know and love! ”- Joe Easeman. 

Working closely with the Romford Contemporary Arts Network, Joe and Natalie hope this is the beginning of many future ‘live’ works within the boundaries of Romford’s vibrant and diverse town centre.

If you would like further information on the ‘MoNOpoly’ performance, or would like to speak to either of the artists involved, please do not hesitate to contact: us.

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            The NO Collective:
www.nocollective.moonfruit.com
nocollective@gmail.com
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                            NO is a registered trademark of ‘The NO Collective’ and restricts the names use in ALL un-related advertising, unless for satirical of humerous reasons.
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                            The MoNOpoly Rule Book
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                            OBJECT

The object of the game is to become the wealthiest player within a ‘month’ (passing ‘GO’ for a 4th time) through acquiring money and fame, and to not become bankrupt at any time. 


EQUIPMENT

The equipment consists of a board, 1 dice, 6 Counter Costumes, and 32 Abodes. There are 16 Luck and 16 Social Networking cards, 28 Tenancy Agreement cards (one for each property), and play money. 
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                            PREPARATION

Place the board on the floor and put the ‘Luck’ and ‘Social Networking’ cards face down on their allotted spaces on the board. Each player chooses one character costume to represent themselves while travelling around the board. Each player is given £83 ‘benefit’ - divided as follows:

2 X £20’s,  2 X £10’s,  4 X £5’s,  1 X £1’s,  1 X £2’s  and  0 X £50’s

- All remaining money and other equipment go to the Bank.
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                            BANKER

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            The Banker may only act as Banker, Auctioneer and games Master.

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            THE BANK

Besides the Bank’s money, the Bank holds the Title Deeds, and the abodes prior to rental by the players. The Bank pays benefits, salaries and bonuses. It rents properties and hands out the proper tenancy agreement cards when rented by a player, it also loans money when required as ‘Pay Day Loans’ - ‘Pay Day Loans’ can only be taken out on the appropriate ‘Pay Day’ space.
The Bank collects all taxes, fines, loans and interest, and the rent on all properties which it leases. The Bank “never goes broke”. If the Bank runs out of money, the Banker may issue as much as needed by writing on any ordinary paper.
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                            THE PLAY


Each player in turn throws the dice. Stand, as your character, on the corner marked “GO”, then throw the dice and move (in the direction of the arrow) the number of spaces indicated by the dice.
After you have completed your play, the turn passes to the left. You remain on the space and proceed from that point on the player’s next turn. Two or more people may rest on the same space at the same time. 
Depending on the space you reach, you may be entitled to rent an abode, or be obliged to give a ‘house gift’ to an occupant of an abode, pay taxes, draw a ‘Luck’ or ‘Social Networking’ card, Go To The Job Centre, or etc...

If you roll a six, you move as usual, and are subject to any privileges or penalties pertaining to the space on which you land. Retaining the dice, throw again and move as before. If you throw a six three times in succession, move immediately to the space marked “The Job Centre” to be questioned about benefit fraud.
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                            GO

Each time a player lands on or passes over GO, whether by throwing the dice or drawing a card, the Banker pays that player a £83 weeks benefit money, with a deduction of any rent from abodes they may be staying in.
The £83 is paid only once each time around the board. However, if a player passing GO on the throw of the dice lands 2 spaces beyond it on ‘Social Networking’, or 7 spaces beyond it on ‘Luck’, and draws the “Advance to GO” card, they collect $200 for passing GO the first time, and another $200 for Advancing to it the second time by the instructions on the card.


RENTING A PROPERTY

Whenever you land on an un- rented abode you may rent that abode from the Bank at its printed price (1 weeks rent, plus deposit). You receive the Tenancy Agreement card showing official tenancy. Hold onto the Tenancy Agreement. You must rent the first abode you land on in the game. Each abode has a rent which must be payed to the bank every time you pass GO. The rent to pay at GO is marked on the Tenancy Agreement card. Each property also has a value of twice its worth after the players ‘month’ in the game.
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                            BUYING HOUSE GIFTS

When you land on a abode that is rented by another player, the owner collects the value of  ‘a house gift’ from you in accordance with the object printed on its Tenancy Agreement card. House gifts become more / less extravagant dependent on the abode in which you live.


LUCK AND SOCIAL NETWORKING

When you land on either of these spaces, take the top card from the deck indicated, follow the instructions and return the card face down to the bottom of the deck. The “Get Out of Going To The Job Centre” card is held until used and then returned to the bottom of the deck. If the player who draws it does not wish to use it, then they may sell it, at any time, to another player at a price agreeable to both.
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                            JOB CENTRE

You end up in ‘The Job Centre’ when...

(1) You land on the space marked “Go to The Job Centre”,
(2) You draw a card marked “Go To The Job Centre” or
(3) You a six three times in succession.

When you are sent to The Job Centre you cannot collect your £83 benefit in that move since, regardless of where you are on the board, you must move directly to The Job Centre, as it is assumed that you are committing benefit fraud. Your turn ends when you are sent to the The Job Centre. You can still proceed to receive ‘House Gifts’ from other players that land on your ‘abodes’
If you are not “sent to the job centre” but in the ordinary course of play land on that space, you are
“Just Looking For A Job”, you incur no penalty, and you move ahead in the usual manner on your next turn.
You still are able to collect gifts on your properties because you are “Just Looking for a Job”.

A player gets out of The Job Centre by.:

(1) Throwing a six on any of your next three turns,
if you succeed in doing this you immediately move onto ‘Just Looking For A Job’ and roll again and move the appropriate amount of spaces. 
(2) Using the “Get Out of Going To The Job Centre”
(3) Purchasing the “Get Out of Going To The Job Centre” from another player and playing it.
(4) Paying a fine of £50 before you roll the dice on either of your next two turns. If you do not throw a six by your third turn, you must pay the £50 fine. You then get out of The Job Centre and immediately move forward the number of spaces shown by your throw.

If you do not have the money to pay the Job Centre, you become bankrupt and must leave the game.
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                            TAX 

If you land here you must pay the amounts of money indicated on the spaces to the middle of the board, i.e. Council Tax: £8. If you cannot, you become bankrupt and must leave the game.


THE NATIONAL LOTTERY

A player landing on this place receives all money in the centre of the board, minus 10% of the sum which goes straight to the bank.
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                            HOUSES

When a player rents all of the properties in a colour-group they may buy a house from the Bank and erect it on one of  their abodes.
If you buy one house, you may put it on any one of those properties. The next house you buy must be erected on one of the unimproved properties of this or any other complete colour-group you may own. The price you must pay the Bank for each house is shown on your Tenancy Agreement card for the abode on which you erect the house. The owner will then collect double ‘House Gifts’ from an opponent who lands on the property.

Following the above rules, you may buy and erect at any time as many houses as your judgement and financial standing will allow. But you must build logically, i.e. you cannot erect more than one house on any one abode.
Once you have a house on your abode, you will now pay a mortgage when you pass GO, which is a percentage of your rent. The mortgage will show on your Tenancy Agreement card.

If you cannot pay your mortgage, or you run out of money after purchasing houses, you will become bankrupt and must leave the game.

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            12

                        

                    

                

    

    



    
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            BUILDING SHORTAGES

When the Bank has no houses to sell, players wishing to build must wait for a player to loose their house or finish the game before building. If there are a limited number of houses available and two or more players wish to buy more than the Bank has, the houses must be sold at auction to the highest bidder.
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                            MOBILE PHONE CREDIT

If you land on the ‘Carphone Warehouse’, you must roll again to receive ‘Free Credit’ for your phone. The number you roll on the dice illustrate the amount in pounds that you receive in credit, i.e. roll a five for £5 free credit. 


FRUIT MACHINE

If you land on the ‘Fruit Machine’ space, you must roll again to either win or loose money to the machine. If you roll 1,2 or 3 on the dice you loose £5 to the centre of the board. If you roll a 4,5 or 6 you win £5 from the bank. If you loose £5 and you do not have the money to pay the centre of the board you become bankrupt and must leave  the game.
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                            STATIONS

If you land at a station you have the option to:
- pay a single train fare of £3 
- buy a ‘Travelcard’ for £8 (which will give you FREE travel for the remainder of the game)
- buy an Oyster Card and single ticket for £6 which will allow you to travel for £1 on all future journeys
If you land on a station and cannot pay your fare, you become bankrupt and must leave the game.
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                            BANKRUPTCY

You are declared bankrupt if you owe more than you can pay either to another player or to the Bank. If your debt is to another player, you must turn over to that player all that you have of value and retire from the game (This includes houses and rented abodes).
Should you owe the Bank, instead of another player, more than you can pay (because of taxes or penalties), you must turn over all assets to the Bank. In this case, the Bank immediately opens up Tenancy Agreements to all players, and keeps houses for different players to buy. A bankrupt player must immediately retire from the game. You win the game if you are left in the game after 1 month ( 1 month equates to passing GO 4 times) At this point you can no longer make any transactions and your score (calculated by your assets) is placed on the leader board. The overall winner is calculated at the end of the entire game.
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                            PAY DAY LOANS

Money can be loaned to a player only by the Bank via a ‘Payday Loan’, this loan can only be obtained at the specific space on the board and must be payed back to the bank weekly, with the interest stated on the space. This loan will start to be payed to the bank when the player passes GO for the first time after obtaining the loan. If at any passing of GO a player cannot pay his/her loan payment, he/she becomes bankrupt and must leave the game. The player can pay back the remainder of the loan at anytime without having to pay further interest. No player may borrow from or lend money to another player. 
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                            A SHORTER VERSION OF THE GAME

TIME LIMIT GAME: Before starting, agree upon a definite hour of termination, when the richest player will be declared The winner. Before starting, the Banker shuffles and cuts the Tenancy Agreement cards and deals one to each player without players having to pay the bank for the abodes. Players receive their first benefit payment and begin the game.
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                            The NO Collective does not claim any rights over the trademarked MONOPOLY game, instead have used it as a commercial tool to illustrate the ‘realities’ of the British Monopoly.
Monopoly is a great game. 
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NO is a social collective that bases its work around investigating
micro-cultures and introducing humorous artwork, to a mass of seemingly

un-interested viewers; by using the familiarity of stereotypes, and often
using games. NO is keen to widen the understanding of contemporary
art mediums and open minds of subjects that are close to home:

WWW.NOCOLLECTIVE.MOONFRUIT.COM

In associarion with
ROMFORD CONTEMPORARY ARTS PROGRAMME
for more informarion:
WWW.ROMFORDARTS.COM
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