

    
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            Nina Berman

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            “The thing that’s important to know is that you never know. You’re always sort of feeling your way.” 
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                            5. Eman, a refugee from Baghdad, relocated to Dallas, 2009

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            7. Shuttered public housing, Miami, 2009

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            9. The Strip, Las Vegas, 2010

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            10. Lower Manhattan, 2008

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            11. Julie, afflicted with chemical sensitivity disorder, Massachusetts, 2012

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            12. Michael, his water contaminated by gas drilling, Pennsylvania, 2011

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            13. Women’s prison, Pennsylvania, 2008

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            14. Kim, harm reduction housing, New York City, 2009

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            15. Ian, home from Iraq, Virginia Beach, 2011

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            17. Kim, Roosevelt Hospital, New York City, 2011

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            18. Along the Obama Train, Maryland, 2009

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            19. Along the Obama Train, Maryland, 2009

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            21. Interstate 71, Ohio, 2010

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            22. Ave Maria, Florida, 2011

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            23. Shuswap fires, British Columbia, Canada, 2009

                        

                    

                

    

    



    
                
                    
                        
                            25. Three Mile Island nuclear power plant, Pennsylvania, 2012

27. Tamara and Aidan in their trailer. Their well water was contaminated by gas drilling, Pennsylvania, 2012

29. Up road from a gas fracking site, Pennsylvania, 2011

31. Drilling, Pennsylvania, 2011

32. Methane flaring, Pennsylvania, 2011

33. Back road near a gas drilling site, Pennsylvania, 2011

35. Dust from a gas truck, Pennsylvania, 2011

36. Apple tree, Pennsylvania, 2011

37. Farm house, Pennsylvania, 2011

39. Drilling rig, Pennsylvania, 2011

41. Paige outside her trailer home. Her family’s well water and home was contaminated from gas drilling, Pennsylvania, 2011

43. Methane, Pennsylvania, 2011

45.-55. Hedge fund, New York City, 2010

                        

                    

                

    

    



    
                
                    
                        
                            USA - Canada

I conceived of this book as a journey from muted colors, loneliness and uncertainty, to landscapes more richly hued but in distress, all in some way fueled by the language of money, the candy colored pixels, abstract screens, and disembodied traders poised to rule the day.

I drew from specific stories: the Obama Train, a women’s prison, NOOR’s climate projects as seen in Las Vegas and British Columbia and my ongoing work on the shale gas rush.

I also included pictures of my friend Kim, who I met in London in 1990, photographed for a time, and then stopped. Only in 2009, after I joined NOOR, did I decide to make pictures with her again.

The Iraq war is a subtle current, weaving its way through the lives of Eman, page 5, Julie, page 11 and Ian, page 15.

But mainly, the images were selected based on color and feeling, and not driven by a specific narrative. My hope was to offer an open-ended view, leaving you free to conjure up your own story along the way.

Nina Berman

                        

                    

                

    

    



    
                
                    
                        
                            NOOR 5

Five years ago, with the aim to work in a collaborative effort, a group of friends and like-minded photographers, started an agency, NOOR, which in Arabic means light. Our desire was born out of a longing to break free of commercial constraints, of management dictates, of big agency politics and the devaluation of images. We came together not just to create a photo agency, but also a foundation, with the hope that independent, in-depth visual reports would contribute to a growing understanding of the world and impact views on human rights and global concerns.

More than just a journalistic enterprise, we actively engage in developing and promoting broader documentary projects, through our individual and collective work, such as our multi-year climate change project, which has been seen by millions in international print and online publications, exhibitions, street posters, projections, conferences, public art installations and social media. NOOR is also committed to the development of young photojournalists and through a partnership with Nikon we have offered every year, free workshops to students in cities underserved by professional instructors: Cairo, Lagos, Cape Town, Bucharest, and St. Petersburg.

To celebrate our 5th anniversary, we made this series of small books, with work from the past five years chosen by each member photographer according to their personal visions: Nina Berman, Pep Bonet, Andrea Bruce, Alixandra Fazzina, Stanley Greene, Yuri Kozyrev, Kadir van Lohuizen, Jon Lowenstein, Francesco Zizola and former members Philip Blenkinsop and Jan Grarup. 

That we still exist five years later, and envision a future five years from now, 
is a testament to our friendship and respect for each other’s visions and our collective dedication to the communicative power of photography.

I would like to thank everyone who has been supportive of our mission these past years, our personnel, our agents, our clients and partners.  

Claudia Hinterseer, founding member and managing director, Amsterdam, 2012.

                        

                    

                

    

    



    
                
                    
                        
                            NOOR is most thankful for the support Blurb provided by producing this book.

Copyright: 
Nina Berman and NOOR, 2012
Concept and design: 
Heijdens Karwei 
www.heijdenskarwei.com
Printing and binding: 
Blurb

NOOR; photo agency and foundation
P.O. BOX 15666
1001 ND Amsterdam
The Netherlands
www.noorimages.com
office@noorimages.com
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                            Blurb® is thrilled to be supporting NOOR through the creation of these books for its 5th Anniversary in collaboration with designer Teun van der Heijden of Heijdens Karwei.

Blurb® is a publishing and marketing platform that makes it easy to design, publish, market, and sell professional-quality printed books and ebooks. Blurb’s bookstore and its online marketing tools enable customers to market and sell their books keeping 100% profit from printed books, and 80% profit from (free) ebooks. With complete creative control, global distribution, and no minimum orders, photographers can transform their inspiration into books. Blurb’s social and community features allow customers to create and share Blurb book.

www.blurb.com
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